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years, without any break.' In consequence, he was
giving him darshan every week and delighting him with
the enjoyment of that rare privilege. Benagappa would
therefore be eagerly awaiting the dawn of Thursday and
at times be present in Mantralaya, even by the previous
night.

Once, Benagappa told his acquaintances in the
village about the rare darshan that Sri Raghavendra was
giving him and his experiences of having oral
communication with the saint. From then onwards,
people started telling their problems to Benagappa and in
turn he was placing them before Sri Raghavendra for his
advice and grace. And whatever the saint told, was duly
passed on to those who had sought his grace.

Soon, news about the strange interaction reached
the ears of Sri Bhuvanendra who was then the head of
the Sri Mutt. As a result, the pontiff, on the next occasion
when Benagappa met him for his blessings, chose to
ask him frankly about the rare darshan of the Swami that
Benagappa was having every week.

'Benagappa, it is heard that Sri Gururaja is giving
darshan to you in person, is it true?'

'Yes, Swami. The exalted person is gracing my
humble self with his darshan before me, every week.'

It appears you are placing the problems of others
before the Guru and passing on his advice to the
persons concerned?.....'

'Yes Swami, it is also true. I do not let go any
opportunity to ask such things, whenever I am graced by
his darshan/